
                                          

2019 GASCO ANNUAL MEETING & ASCO DIRECT HIGHLIGHTS™ 
The Hotel at Avalon, 9000 Avalon Boulevard, Alpharetta, GA 30009 

Friday, September 20, 2019 
GASCO Annual Meeting and Clinical Think Tank 

Time Topic/Activity Speaker, Title, & Organization 

8:00 a.m. 
Registration for NCORP Participants 
& Continental Breakfast 

Skelton Ballroom Pre-function Area   

9:00 a.m. 
Georgia NCORP – Investigators & 
Administrators Meeting, Sponsored by 
Northside Hospital 

Guilherme Cantuaria, M.D., PhD., Medical Director, Co-Principal 
Investigator, Georgia NCORP (NCI Community Oncology Research 
Program), Northside Hospital Cancer Institute 
H.A. Zaren, M.D., FACS, Medical Director and Co-Principal 
Investigator, Georgia NCORP, Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer and 
Research Pavilion at St. Joseph’s/Candler Hospital System 

Annual Meeting & ASCO DirectTM Highlights Begins 

11:00 a.m. Registration & Light Lunch Buffet Exhibit Area-Teasley Ballroom 

12:00 p.m. Welcome & Opening Remarks Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., President, GASCO 

12:05 p.m. Clinical Think-Tank Introductions 
Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., Anand Jillella, M.D. & Andrew 
Pippas, M.D., GASCO Program Committee 

12:10 p.m. 

MDS +AML – MATTER – A 
Multidisciplinary Approach to Testing 
and Diagnosis, Evaluation of Risk and 
Personalized Treatment Selection 

• Linda J Burns, M.D., Consultant, Transplantation, Cellular Therapy 
and Health Services Research, Center for International Blood and 
Marrow Transplant Research, Medical College of Wisconsin 
• Amy DeZern, M.D., MHS, Associate Professor of Oncology, Sidney 

Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine 
• Robert Paul Hasserjian, M.D., Associate Pathologist, 

Massachusetts General Hospital, Associate Professor of Pathology, 
Harvard Medical School   

1:40 p.m. 
Networking Break & Exhibitors (30 
minutes) 

Exhibit Area - Teasley Ballroom 

2:15 p.m. 
Proton Therapy for the Non-radiation 
oncologists 

Mark McDonald, M.D., Medical Director, Emory Proton Therapy 
Center, Winship Cancer Institute  

3:15 p.m. ASCO Policy Update Richard M. Schilsky, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, ASCO 

4:15 p.m. Closing Remarks & Adjournment Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., President, GASCO 

4:45p.m. 
GASCO President’s Reception & 
Exhibits Open 

Exhibit Area-Teasley Ballroom  

5:30 – 6:30 
p.m. 

Dinner & Presentation – Stories from 
the Pancreatic Cancer Case Book: 

Taking the Road to Improved 
Outcomes with Modern Therapeutic 
Concepts and Innovative Treatments 

Saurin A. Chokshi, M.D., Investigator, GI Oncology Research 
Program, Drug Development Program, Sarah Cannon Research 
Institute, Tennessee Oncology, PLLC, Nashville, Tennessee 

 



                                          
 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 
GASCO Annual Meeting and ASCO DirectTM Highlights 

Time Topic/Activity Speaker, Title, & Organization 

7:00 a.m. 
Registration for & Continental 
Breakfast – Exhibits Open 

Exhibit Area-Teasley Ballroom  

8:00 a.m. Welcome Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., President, GASCO 

8:05 a.m. Program Overview 
Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., Anand Jillella, M.D & 
Andrew Pippas, M.D., GASCO Program Committee 

8:10 a.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – Lung 
Cancer 

Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., Director, Division of Medical 
Oncology, Deputy Director, Winship Cancer Institute of Emory 
University  

8:55 a.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – 
Genitourinary/Prostate 

Guru P. Sonpavde, M.D., Bladder Cancer Director, Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute  

9:40 a.m. Networking Break & Exhibitors Exhibit Area Teasley Ballroom 

10:10 a.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – 
Leukemia 

Jorge Cortes, M.D., Director, Georgia Cancer Center, Medical 
College of Georgia at Augusta University 

10:40 a.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – 
Melanoma 

Ahmad Tarhini, M.D., PhD., Director, Clinical and 
Translational Research, Cutaneous Oncology, Moffitt 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 

11:30 a.m. 

2019 Georgia CORE Dr. Tom E. 
Seay Memorial Lecture & 
Luncheon – The Future of Cancer 
and Health:  Where will Technology 
Take Us?  

Daniel Kraft, M.D. - Faculty Chair for Medicine at 
Singularity University at Stanford University, Founder &  
Chair of Exponential Medicine, a program that explores 
convergent, rapidly developing technologies and their 
potential in biomedicine and healthcare.  

1:00 p.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – 
Supportive Care, Palliative Care, & 
Symptom Control 

Andrew Pippas, M.D., Medical Director and Director of 
Clinical Oncology Research, John B. Amos Cancer Center -  

1:45 p.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – Head & 
Neck (30 minutes) 

Achuta K. Guddati, M.D., PhD., Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Department of Hematology & Oncology, Medical 
College of Georgia at Augusta University 

2:15 p.m. 
ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – 
Gastrointestinal 

Bassel El-Rayes, M.D., Associate Director of Clinical 
Research and Director of the Gastrointestinal Oncology 
Program, Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University 

2:45 p.m. ASCO Direct HighlightsTM – Breast 
Jane L. Meisel, M.D., Assistant Professor of Hematology and 
Medical Oncology, Emory University School of Medicine 

3:30 p.m. Closing Remarks & Adjournment Suresh S. Ramalingam, M.D., President, GASCO 

 

http://su.org/
http://www.exponentialmedicine.com/


                                          
 

                        Saturday, September 21, 2019 
                  Navigation and Survivorship Track            

Navigating A Changing Reality:  Surviving the Cancer Care Experience 

Moderator:  Laura Farless, M.D. 
Format:  Discussion Panels.  Target audience:  Navigators, survivors and other healthcare professionals interested in 
survivorship and navigation. 

Time Topic/Activity Panelists 

7:30 – 8:00 a.m. Check-in 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

Getting started – Navigating the Diagnosis 
 
Focus areas: 

• Communication (verbiage, process telling others, 
expressing needs, advocacy, etc.) 

• Immediate needs, processing the diagnosis 
• Financial Awareness 

 

Karoline Fendley, BSN, RN, Clinic 
Nurse Manager, Winship Cancer 
Institute, Emory University Hospital 
Midtown 
Lauren Liverman, BA, MSW, LCSW, 
Social Worker at the Loran Smith 
Center for Cancer Support at Athens 
Regional Medical Center 
Don McGahee, Survivor and Vice 
President, Healthcare Procurement 
Solutions 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

Deciding the Best Route – Shared Decision Making 
 
Focus areas: 

• Establishing a routine 
• Treatment (selecting options, symptom & health 

management, supportive care) 
• Share tablet project findings from WellStar West 

Georgia Medical Center and LivingWithTM App 
 

Omer Kucuk, M.D., Professor and 
Correll Chair in Genitourinary Cancer, 
Department of Hematology and 
Medical Oncology, Emory University 
School of Medicine and Chief, 
Genitourinary Medical Oncology, 
Winship Cancer Institute of Emory 
University 
Gail McCray, MA, MCHES, Survivor 
and Instructor, Community Health & 
Preventive Medicine, Morehouse 
School of Medicine 
Denise Powers, LCSW, Counselor, 
Cancer Navigators of Rome 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

Recalculating – Life After Treatment  
Destinations – Meaningful Life, Adaptation 
 
Focus areas: 

• Realignment (the new normal) 
• Self-Care/Support Groups 
• Physical changes 
• Returning to Work 
• Long-term Issues 
• Recurrence 
• Palliative Care 
• End of Life 

−  Advance Directives 
Resources and 10-minute video provided by Triage Cancer 

Laura Farless, M.D., Medical 
Director, The Steward Center for 
Palliative Care 
Joan Giblin, MSN, FNP-BC, AOCN, 
Nurse Practitioner & Survivorship 
Program Director, Winship Cancer 
Institute of Emory University 
Tonya Hillis, Director of Community 
Services, Hospice Savannah 
TeMaya Eatmon, Survivor 

11:30 a.m. 
Closing Remarks & Adjournment 

• Join Georgia CORE 2019 Dr. Tom E. Seay Memorial Lecture & Luncheon 

 


